
Pastor Barclay Mayo, ANiC

W ell folks, the ten-day, 2019 Cuba Mission is 
behind us, and what a time we had! Once 
again, we were wonderfully hosted on ar-

rival by the staff of El Olivo, Havana, who kept us fed 
even as grain, eggs and other foodstuffs were difficult to 
purchase. The B&B families in both Havana and Ciego 
de Avila were gracious and generous. God is indeed 
good to us! Here are some reflections from the team 
about our time in Cuba. 
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The 2019 Team: Ben+, +Eric, +Trevor, Barclay+, Mike, Claudia, 
+Willians, +Walter.
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Cuba – Not What I Expected… And More
Bishop Eric Menees, San Joaquin, ACNA

O n the forty-five-minute flight from Miami to 
Habana I had a window seat on the plane and pon-
dered what I would see and experience on my first 

trip to Cuba. I expected to see a nation, people and church 
locked in time – 1958 – as if everything had frozen post 
revolution. What I discovered was very different. Politically, 
the nation is more open than I expected but economic-
ally less viable than I expected. When tourism opened up 
a few years ago, as well as the ability for Cubans living in 
the United States to give dollars to relatives and friends, I, 
falsely, assumed that the funds would act as a much-needed 
leaven to the economy. What I found was scarcity and lim-
ited opportunities. 

I assumed that the people of Cuba would be reserved and 
ignorant of world affairs with limited information on world 
affairs. What I found was a resilient, open and delightful 
people, willing to engage in conversation on a myriad of 
topics political, economic and religious. I so enjoyed en-
gaging our B&B hosts in conversation – one even stated his 
intention to attend one of our congregations the following 

Sunday. I assumed 
the church would 
be insular and 
afraid given the 
fact that they do 
not yet have official 
recognition. What 
I found was a vi-
brant, evangelical, 
sacramental and 
engaged church 
that is growing with 
mature Christians 
sharing their faith 
in Christ and His 
Church. There is no question but that God the Father has 
blessed the Church in Cuba, God the Son has redeemed 
and transformed the lives of individuals who are commit-
ted to the Lord and God the Holy Spirit is moving in and 
through His Church in Cuba. And to that I say Amen!

Bishop Eric Menees
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Bishop Trevor Walters, ANiC

T his year we saw a new step in the autonomy of 
the Diocese. When a Diocese has to deal with 
a discipline problem, we discover how evolved 

and mature it really is. It certainly helped that we were 
blessed to have Bishop Eric Menees and Bishop Walter 
Banek with us this year. The team of four Bishops, in-
cluding the Cuban Suffergan, Willians, provided the 
support and leadership needed at a difficult moment. 

The outcome, the prohibition of a clergy from min-
istry, was the right decision and well received both by 
the individual himself, who recognized there was not a 
goodness of fit, and by the remainder of the diocesan 
leadership. The Diocese weathered this challenge and 
appears to be more unified than ever. This was evident 
in a vibrant Synod meeting.

It is a joy to be resourcing the Cuban Church along-
side all our ANiC churches sponsoring REC Cuban 
parishes. Charles and Claudia’s legacy goes on!!

Sister Claudia Dorrington, REC

I will give Claudia’s report in stages over the next few 
months. Here is the first installment.

T he Seminary… Moore College 
studies have been very successful. 
Six students have finished their 

courses: Reverends Nuno, Yudel and 
Pablo, Deacon Tito and Lay Readers Angel 
and Rolando. Eight others are waiting to 
write their exams. A programme, con-
sisting of 22 courses is being developed 
by Dean Alexei and Dr. Ben Bernier of 
Cranmer House to create a unique Cuban 
Seminary. Ben is also helping to develop 
a select group of students including, the 
Revs. Enrique, Gianni & Yudel & with 
Bishop Willians, to become teachers in 
their own seminary. They will be com-
pleting a programme for a Certificate 
of Anglican Studies through Cranmer 
Theological House. The vision is that this 
will become a model for other Anglican 

seminaries in Latin America. They are being given original 
papers in English and encouraged to learn English as they 
study each course in parallel Spanish /English text.

A lesson in church discipline

Bishop Trevor Walters (left) with Bishop Walter Banek (center) 
and Bishop Eric Menees.

The Seminary in Cuba

Clockwise around the table from top left: +Eric, Mike, Andres, +Trevor, Ben+, 
+Willians & Claudia.
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Ciego de Avila: 
Nuevo Amanecer 
(Deacon Tito)
B ecause 7 ft. 2 inch Deacon Tito was unable to walk due to 

an embolism, it became difficult to travel the hour away to 
Sancti Spiriti where he had 4 small house churches. The 

Bishop and Archdeacon decided that it would be best to close 
them and to bless the people into other churches. It was decided 
to concentrate on building a house Church in his area in the area 
by the Airport where he lives.

He and his new wife, Yamile, have begun to evangelize in their 
area and since August, already have started a Sunday School and 
have 8 regular congregants since August.

Although his house is being constructed as Tito can afford it 
through his carpentry and stone work, there is already a kitchen 
where they can meet and spill over in the hallway past the front 
door.

The Hog 
Project
U nfortunately, one of the great 

hopes for steady income for 
the Cuban Diocese, the Hog 

Project, had to be shut down. In the 
central part of Cuba, so many of the 
hog farms were hit with an epidemic 
illness in their stock, that the govern-
ment stepped in and shut down all 
production until they could contain 
the virus. The diocese has decided 
to sell all the infrastructure and will, 
for the moment, redirect the funds to 
other projects (goats?!).

The Diocesan Taxi
T he vehicle, a refurbished 55 Chev Wagon, produced over 3000 CUC 

(USD) in income in 2018, but now needs to have body and frame repairs 
to bring it up to Cuban safety standards.
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Contact and Information
For more information about the Cuba Mission please contact: 
The Rt. Rev. Charles Dorrington, REC Diocese of Western 
Canada, 70-7570 Tetayut Rd. Saanichton , BC V8M2H4 
250-507-0730 revchas@shaw.ca https://rec-canada.com/ ; 

or 
The Rt. Rev. Trevor Walters, ANiC Assisting Bishop 
250-532-1105; walters34@shaw.ca 
To explore how you can become more involved, please contact: 
The Rev. Barclay Mayo, Mission Partnerships Coordinator, 604-
815-8309 barclay.mayo@gmail.com 
Sister Claudia has produced a 2019 Mission Trip music video. It 
is posted on YouTube and can be found at: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=AXHREsBcLB8&feature=youtu.be Bishop Banek 
has produced a wonderful PPT presentation that can be viewed 
at this link: https://www.dropbox.com/s/nygequ9nv8u9ysl/
CUBA%20PRESENTATION%202019-b%28compressed-
Smallpdf%29.pdf?dl=0 

PLEASE NOTE THIS CHANGE 
Donations should now be sent to the Central and Eastern 
REC Diocese of Canada, 157 Haddon Avenue North, Hamilton 
Ontario, L8S 4A7.

A New Project: covering more ground

V ehicles and the fuel to 
power them are very 
expensive in Cuba. With 

the help of Enrique+ from el 
Olivo in Havana, the Diocese 
has discovered a much better 
solution for pastors who need 
to cover large areas with limited 
access to public transportation. 
There is a company in Panama 
that produces electric scooters 
that cost approx. $2000 USD 
($2630 Can), including a high-
end battery. They will ship the 
scooters directly to the pastor 
in Cuba. This bypasses the US 
embargo and is completely 
legal. We have created a list of 
5 pastors with the greatest need 
and the first of those scooters 
is being readied for shipping as 
this newsletter goes to press. If 
you or your congregation would 
be interested in this as a mission 
project, please contact Barclay at 
the email/phone address below. 

Christ of Havana: The Christ of Havana (Cristo de La 
Habana) is a large sculpture by Cuban sculptor Jilma 
Madera. It was inaugurated on a hilltop overlooking 
the bay in Havana, Cuba on December 24, 1958, fifteen 
days before Fidel Castro entered Havana during the 
Cuban Revolution.
 from Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia; photo/Bill Glasgow


